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RUIGIN OF PikO KF. INE SWEARING. 


Mr. Editor—Having read your paper witha great de- 
gree of attention, | am constrained to acknow ledge, that I 
think it is your design to give support to doctrine which ts 
purely evangelical, and to discounteuance ail Unat is derog- 
wtory to the true character of the Deity. 

With these considerations weighing heavily upon my 
mind, | beg —_— yest your iostrume utality, to offer 
the followin ideas, which | earnestly desive may serve the | 
cause of ti ~~ 


The motives which induce me to write thus are good. 
When we behold our tellow men travellug to eternity, | 
with their minds bimded by superstition; when we see 





preachers arise in the sacred desk, and hear them publish} j 


‘loctrine which is inconsistent with the nature of the Deity ; 

when we know that the muds of young people are con- 

‘ommated with this doctrine, what feelings will not be ex- 

cited 2 What men will not raise his feeble yoice, as a bar- 

sprevailingevil? Who would not snatch the 

hidden talent from the earth and put Lim exercise 
ose these mighty torrents of theological error. 


sere tay th 
rier io t 


to op- 


We do sot wish to infer, that any class of christians in- 
tentionaliy derogate from the character of Jehovah ; but 
we have our fears that some, through inadvertency, are su 
unfortunate. Indeed, we have sufficient evidence to be- 
— that many of our Rev. clergy, not only misrepresent 

» true character eof God, but give support ‘to immorali ty. 

Start not, friendly reader, this expression is, in truth 
categorical; but we will endeavour to show that it is too 
true for the advancement of the glorious cause of truth 
ind morality. 

We wish, however, to request, before we discuss this «ub- 
ect, that superstition may not be permitted to exereise 
unlimited sway over gman reason; that things Whiteh 
ave becn handed down by tradition may net have any in- 
tlience upon the mind ; bat that candor and siaceriy may 





Profanity is a heinans erime. Consider it in any pelat of | 
view, it willappear detestable, vam and foolish. VW lat 
profit theu is to be derived irom an engagement im this} 
practice? None; On the contrary, the profane swearer 

often loses lus character. connections and happiness by his 
museonduct im this respect. 


Its almost universal prevalence leads us to suppose, that 

nen have an idea of something, whieh they think justiies!, 
iuem in this respect. Ji this be the ease, we must remove 
the object of their justification, or prove to them, that it is 
no! the cause of their error. We are constrained to think,: 
that the preaching from the sacred desk, does, in a degree, ; 
. apport this erime ; and if we can preiuce evideuce to 
establish this point, we shail have enough eonfidence in the 
randour of our brethren, to believe they will forsake doe- 
trine which has so fatalatentency. We do not wish to 
exhibit any unchristian feelins,or to proceel in a wi: ity | 
hich as in the least reprehensible; our object is widely | 
sufferent ; we wish-to do something that will ultimate ina 
the annthilation of profanity, to the honor ot God, and t: ‘| 
tie universal benefit of man. Surely this is a duty 


| 


a) 





whieh every class of christians should unite—preachers of 
all denominations should wave their particular teneis, 
when on this subject, and like one stupendous whole, exert 
themselves for the accomphshment of Uus much desired 
object. 

But caution is very necessary. The peecability of hu- 
man nature reniers ithighly important, that men, in what- 
soever situation they are placed, should be careful net to 

>the leust support toa viee they are endeavor ng to 
suppress. Itimay perhaps be the case, and, as we +1! be- 
fore, we cannot think to the contrary. thot prea 


reachers, somee- 


(ines through iunadverteney. and sometimes through the 
induence of a traditional notion, sanction a practice, Wlich 
at other ties they would deciarm against with great ve- 
hemence, ‘Chis may appear a iitile heteregenous at the 
first view; bat the consideration, by which the writer is 
iniiueaced, makes it appear perfectly ciearto hom. It hins 
been asserted, as an opmion, that some of evr ministers, 

while their desires and prayers are for its supyressioa, give 
sup ae tu pro fanity. To prove this, we w 
itsorigin. What dirst induced mento hurl 
€ ich sheets heads ? 
tion of « 


ul inquire jor 
fajuathemas at 
Where did they first receive the ne- 
iling upon God to damn their neighbours soul te 
ernie saves oL eternity 4 W here did they first cet the 
idea that God ever did, or ever will cousign aay 
being to endless despair? 
We believe, that profanity had ils origin, in the pre 
ing of asysieia of damnation ; aud we believe, tha 
system of danmine 
the character ot 


vach- 
t this 
tion had its origin, in av erroneous idea of 
God, which proceeds from a misconstrue- 
mptures, Now does it not appear reasouable 
e, Uiat the preachimg of this system serves to 
countenance the practice which these remarks 
ded to annihilate ? We do think every 
mivd will answer in the affirmative. i 


tion Oi t 1@ SC 


ty « tipes 
are inten- 
unprejucieed 


Some, however, may still doubt ; we will svg 


resta few 
more remarks, which will finally demonstrate if. 


The most of the oaths which are tal ken, are denuneia- 
tions upou the ie merTsou addressed a, OF the 


pe rsoun spoke en ol; 
aml frequently they are reg uesis, sent ts the simie hiv, to 
damn the soul of one of his ; 


tiures TO GiiCless pain 
observe; li ts well known, that some of o: od 
preach the damnation of a part of maukind ; and they do 
not stop here ; they declare, with a tone and eornt 
which would suit the chambers of the eruel juusition, 
that God has declared in the holy scriptures, that some part 
of the human race will be eternally miserable, 1 
ed. This is the cause of people’s using profane bieataae. 
‘The hearers certamly can feel justified ia calling upon God 
‘Lo exercise dannation, when their preachers teil them, he 
will do so. In fact we will venture to affirm, (vat this is 
the ouly excuse profaue swearers can con 
their irrelizious couduct. 


O! Christians, does not this a pn le story | 
able? Does it not appear nator: al t euppess, that man, 
whose nature is incidental to sin, w ri seize uvon every-!- 
thing .n his power to justify his sinfulness A ' 
yes. You must now be constrained to decla 


ministers 


ehance, 


», damu- 


Lmand to justily 


look prob- 


You must say 
ire, that what 
you never bejore considered appears not only probable 
lbut alarmine ur % 

Frien!'y } 


cet if your were inferr onto ] resnecti 











a 
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2 RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 











ee 

the omzin oi ig aunty, what could you vive for au answer s ‘ere, although inerror ; bat when we hear them say, Re- 
Could you say, Gaat ius v.ce always existed, aad that yo “ut ye, repent ye, ior the kingdom of hell sat han! we 
took your system of Gammation fren tuat?) Or would yo Bow wee speak exactly op: otite to the aos 


le ~ Wag said, 
ts 


M4 \ jiANC. 


<t 
be houest aul sey, that although yu never thought of :t] “Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at | 
before—althouzh you were perfectly .mneceit ma preach- 
ing so, Volare now sensible, tuat you have not only pas- 
se! over it with nopanity, but with approbatiou’ Ono. 
safriend, with mpunity a ad approbation? O no, that | poss upon my fellow men, the importance of rightly ine 
willaever do, we always preac hed to profine swearer vestizating these things. Why will ve be aay longer 
hat if they «hd not desist from their wicked practices, they] piesteridden 2 Why will ve be anv loucer suj erstitious ? 
Would suffer et-raal dauinat lon. Well, worthy bn thers) Why wil ve not wipe off these foclish notions, in whieh 
you have been | avormed, that from this system of damaa-| vou pave been traditioned ? Arise, shake the dust fronr 
tion arose the sin of prolanity. Hiave J not proved that vourteet: lavthe ave atthe root of the tree; that we 
the preaching or this system tem!s to wicrease the practice : } 


. may all re'o.ce together, in a complete emancipation from 
How then can You puis men tor de ner what vou do. ma 


W e will forbear, for we are tired of aquir.ng vaio Incon- 
steneies, Every thing we or ng to view, trom their abor- 
, ive reasoning, appears nonsensical. O! that Leould m- 





“seg sate O-) rele ous slavery ; that we may behold God as he is, ovet 

, , a Aw > . dey4 2 yeyt . . - , 
when you thin ¢ Vou ar dow r ye vo duty: What is the all, biessed forevermore. Ww 
difference between } uipit prow ty and street proiaa'ty on 
my 1) ' 

Pheer isnone; weiwtherof then ts supported by the wor! . yee 
of Goa ae Vi ) From Buck's Theological Dictionary. 

Ue 4 


‘edantinve cone ibet Tiaw housek wane nat feo * Pp ° 

Our preachers pray thet th iv hearers may net forget ON PE RSE UTION. 

what they hear, so soon as they leave the house of worship, eee , ware ns 
bat that they wal carry a pari of the descourse weta them | Persecution ie any pain #3 ygotg which a person de- 
throuch the week ; that they mav imbibe its seatiments. | o'20e Iv onfliets upon another; and.in a more restramed 
nad live accord us tort in ali thimes.—Co ald God 


answer | "Cnse, the sufferings of Christians on ecco! “y of their reli 
er aap eae hokemal yaar TF SC aitud wins the oni 
such a prayer as this? Wout] it uot be incompatible with | 7100. Perseeat at threefold, 1. Mendtat when gs jes 
’ rm . . * os on - optl { ‘ evr cn st t en 

the purity of his character, to cause men to imbibe senti-[ tof a man rseth up and opposes another—2. Verbal, 


n oes . ‘ . " mn oive ha ! . i i tile; » hh; | a = 
ments so vicious? ‘The sacrifice of the wicked is an abom-| When men give hard words and ce ‘loin uncharitable cen 
. 3 etieoe ..* Ay tara} » hy the han: . . . “rn 
juation to the Lord, Ines, —3. efwal or oper by the hand, such as the drag 
ao ; Be at x — : , ging of ipnecent persons before the tribanal of just ce 
Po believers in Universal Salvat'on, it may not be im-| 4, o TY 1 : 
: ; Vatt. x. 18. The unlawf:laess of perseention for cone 





proper tosay, that they have no excuse tor us.ng profane 
language; there would be an oppes.tion between conv r- 
sulion and profession, if they were to Cdoso. LP pre achers | 
persist lu thew endeavours to pro, agate these systems, to 


7 . sams 


science sake raust aj ppe ar plan unto eve ry onet hat possee. 
ses the least decree of thonrht or of feelhng. “Tobanish, 
impr son, plunder, starve, hang, and born men for rel g on,” 
eae oO says the shrewd Jortin, “is not the Gospel of Chrst ; it ts 
which they have arrorated the name of wrthions mY, nd the cospel of the devil. Where persectition beguns, Clris- 
winch will justify thesr hearers in unmorality, let Uaiver-|oo4%y ends. Christ never used any th ug that looked lke 
ins _ agate: by their act ae that ew doctr ne tends to} force or vielence, except once 5 ane a that wes to drnveb ad 
upreghtucss of conduet, and love to God and mank nd. nom eutef the temple. sedect to. drive them im: 
Mauy people say, the doctrine of Universal Salvation We know the orem of it to be from the nrimnee of dark. 
reps io hes THOUS ESS 5 if they be 1. 4 ed it they would fu; ness, ¥ who be eran the dre: fal 1) 
on in all manner of wiekedness ; (wh ie all the time 








* 


ractice tu the first famly om 
they pent ‘ ant Who. more or fess, has been carrymg on the 
are ery ne, honesty is the best p »} cy) the y would curse ,jseme work ever sinee. and thal almost amoug all parties. 
and swear, lie and steal; they say =P, reecut on fi rconseionce sake,” says Dr. Doddridge, “is 
every Wav incons.stent, bheeanse, 1. [tus founded on am 
absurd suppos ton that one man has a nght to judge tor 
fanity carmes an absurdity with 


i, When Connected with! another 'n matiors of relgion.—I. ft is evidently opposite 
Universalism. Low cana man, aud keep ressou at his: to that fan lamental principle of morality, that we should 
sicle. call Upon God to damu one of his ftlow be ne to all! lo to others as we comd reasonat lv d sire they should deo 

eterity, ii he beheves m the final resiurat:on of ali things?) to us.—S. ftis by no means calenlated ie answer the end 


My feeble comprehension will set permit me to suffi-) WO) Ms petrens profess to intend by tt.—4. It evidently 
ciently investigate this subject. I hope soon to see abler) tends to produce a creat deal of n@schief and conftus'on 


: : a) ntl unk ha ! 
pens than m.ue publishing absurdities to the world, whiel; | Ul Wotte.—o. Pie Cy 
have long rena ved in obscurity, veiled by traditional no 
tions. Many things appear to discourage such resear 


thaiit is a good doctr 
tu live by, but a very bad sne to die by; the grands i ol 
moral miguity. “This appears extr 





mely irrat:onal. Pro- 


it 
rstian region must, humanely 
srealone. be not ouly obstructed. but destroved, should 
ches -| persecute prine ples universally preva'l.—6. Perseention 
but the truth is powerful, aud will fluaily prevail. Here is so far from being required or encouraged hy the Gospel 
stand the much esteemed minsiry, already to hort the | {at Jt is most dtreetly heaggeeney’ 4 ey pce, 
threataings of everlasting burnines upon you, if you exam-| @24 indeed to the whole of it.” 
ine their doctrine in order to expose its errors. Ruts (riendly Thechief olicets who have fell a prev to this diabolical 
brethren, men are now too enl ghtened to rest the r helie: |snirit have been Christians ; a short account of whose auf- 
ipon the unsupported hypothesis of fanatics; they are] ler’nes we shail — give, as persecuted by Jews, Heath- 
not any longer to be entertained wath Ciugmas, since God| ens. and those of the'same name. 
hath said, let there be light. Persecution n of Christians by the Jews. Were we need 
= these preachers could support their doctri ne by ean-| net be copons, as the New Testament will inform the reas 
did reasoning, and ser.pture testimony, you wonld not find|der more parUcularly how the first Christians suffered for 
them among their partshoners, te!bng that Universalism {the cause of truth. Jesus Christ himself was exposed te 
tends to liceutiousnoess ; that it will do ti ve by, but not] 't in the ereatest degr e. The four evangelists record the 
to die by; no; thev would use stro r arraments than |dreadful seencs, which need not here be enlarged on. Afs 
these. Th: »y do not even perceive | hat they coufute their] ter his death, the apostles suffered every evil which the 
doctrine, inthis way. First, say ittends to licentioneness lice of the Jews could invent, an their mad zeal exe- 


Maice 
and then,-thet it will do | liv eby! A thing — tenis tofente. They who read the Acts of the Avostles. will find 
Nceutiousness, every species of vic Viacter, they were despised and reiected of 


5S 
e, W 1 do to live by ' that, like their 
, an | men, tod treated with the utmest indignity and contempt 


On another occas: y they will ran. a different cor 
hold up a supposo 1 hell, which, th 


ise 








v, burn: with end c teks ~—— . . : 
ati" ol a to me. 5 VIA ene 2. Perseeution of Christrans by the Heathen.  Wistori- 
pGESE AectablOr. be saa VICY sWCUNIs Th iay bie “a, - +s .< aaa : e ; " 4 : 

‘ ye sin-jans usually reckon ten general persceutions, tae first 
“2 








ee ean 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 5 
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w! ch was audler the Emperor Ner ro, sth: rty-one years al-ithe desiruction of the Geshe, With sts propens.ties and hists, 
ter our Lord’s useens:on, when that emoe ror. hav wg setiby death, That Uhere isa place of future ounisinument Dr. 
fire to the e:ty of Rome, threw the odium of that execra-|C. thinks is beyond al! doubt. Thuis place he thinks is des 
ble action on rng Christians. Furst, those were apprehen- |note by th ie term Gehenna. He 2 vs, “That G perveti is 
ded who openly avowed themselves to be of that sect ;femploved. in the New Testament, to denote the place of 
then hy thero were discovered an immense multitude, future puns’ ment, prepared tor the Devil and lus Angels, 
} of whom were convicted. ‘Phew death avd tortures wore fis indispntall 2”) Bat, what 1s surprising, he says, in the 
aggravated by criel derstou and sport; for they were |very next senteuce, “in the Old Testament we do not find 
either covered wiih the sk.us of wild beasts, and tora in {ths place in the sume manner mentioned ”" Now it is, to 


- 
- 


. 
, 
) 
wil 


pieces by devour ng dogs, or jastened to crosses, aud] wrap-{}me,a imatteref great wouder (hat there is no Cid-Testa- 
ped up incombustibie garinents, that, when the day-lght |mont-Hell, where the devil and lis apgels are cons, ned 


fuled, they might, like torclies, serve to dispel the darkness | the future invisible world. | de uot ieara _— the New 


ef thenight. For this tragical espectacte Nefo flept tis! Testament pr aon any thug mere, or jess. than to brag 
own gardens : and exhibited at the same time the public |=life and immortalrtty to bght.’ Pherefore this place of 
diversions of the circus; sometines driving a eharriot m}oantshment,.a the other werld, called Gehkenaa, must be 
person, and sometimes stan tiwsas a spectator, while th fan azredient of wat ore calied ide aud immertalty 3; an 
shrieks of women buriug to ashes sapphed music for h ner» text of what Paul denommates “a better covenant, 
ears.—2. Thesecon! general persec 0 on was unter Do-}omrded apen better promises.” The old covenant, or 


mitian, in the year $5, when 40.000 were supposed to have] ted Testament, says Paul, * could rot give hie >” bat was 
auff-red martyrdom.—-3. The thord began in the third year {a ministration of death ;" and he says, “if thai were glo- 
of ‘Traian, in the year 100, and was carried oo with great }rousimach more doth the minstration of life exceed in 
violence for several years.—4, The fourth was under An-!vtory.” Now, according to Dr. C. one very important 


- ‘ 
toninus when the Christians were ban’shed from ther: particular, wherein the new-covenant exceeds the old in 





honses, for idden to shew their hen'!s, reproached, beater |¢lory. is, it hath estahl shed or broagit to hght, a pluet ot 
hurried trom place to place, plundered. imprisoped ani) “itare, interminable misery, unkoown, andl of course, 
stoned.—5. The fith bevan in the year 197, onder Severus | cost probably. not exsst.og Gurung the * momstraton of 
whon vreat erueltics were coma.tte?. In this ret'gn hap-|deaih.” And what must 52 the name of this pewly cree 
pened the niarivriom of Perpetua and Felicitas, and their] ted, or discovered, place of eteroal torment? Why, says 
eompanions. Perpetua had an infaot at the breast, and|Dr. C. it must not be Hades. He says, “In my judgment 
Felicitas was just dolivered at the fine of thelr being putlit onght never in seripture to be rendered Hed); at least 
todeath. Thesetwo benatful and amiable young wo-]|n the sense where n that wor! is pow universally under- 
men, mothers of infant chidrop, aiter suffering much jin|stood by christians.” Wheretere? Why chrstians are 


’ 





prison, were exoosed before an insulting multitude, to a]those to whom life avd immorial ty are broncht to bet,” 
will cow, who mangled their bo Les in a most horrid man- fan), of course, they must have a/fel/in comparison with 
mer: after which they were earred te a coaspicuens place [whieh Hades isa mere glow worm, Hades may express 
ant out tedeath by the swor!.—G. The sixth bevan with |the state of damned sonis,as well as the state of blessed 


the re en of Maximinus ,in 235.—7. The seventh. which [ones, for the short pers which may iitervene between 
waa the most dreadfulever known. began in 250, under}death and the resurrection ; but it must be a stronyer 
the Piiperer Docins, whea the Christians were in all pla- |'erm to convey the christian idea of imperishable death, 
ees Treven fron ther helitat-oas. stripped of the'r estates.|and tmmortal damnation !2?) And pray what is the hide- 
tormented with racks, &e.—. The cighth began in 257.Jous term? Dr. C. finds it in Gehenna. And whence did 
unter Valepan. Both men and women suffered doath,|this Gehenna originate? and how came it to be expressive 
some by scourg ne, some by the swor:l, and some by fire.—lof the New Testament. or better covenant-ketl? Dr C. 
8. ‘The ninth was unter Anrehan. in 2743; but this was in-|savs, “It is originally a compound of the two Hebrew 
eousideral le, compared with the others before mentioned, | words ge hinnom, the valley ef Hinnom; a place near 
—10. The tenth beranin the nineteenth year of D ocle-|Jerusalem,of which we hear first in the book of Joshua, 
ian. 303. In this drea Wal persecution, which lasted ten| (Josh. 15, 8.—18. 16, 2 Chron. 33,6. 2 Kings 23, 10.) It 
years, houses filled with Christians were set on fire ; and | vas there that the ernel sacerfices of children were made 
whole droves were ti sor vovether with rones, aud thrown by fire to Moloch, the Amou-tish idol.” (it is now, ace 
into the sea. dt isr lated that 17,600 were slain in onelcordingto Dr. C. and christians generally, where the mer- 
3 raonth’s time; and that. during the continuance of this|cifv? sacr fiers ave to be eternally made, not to Meloch but 
persecution, in the provinee of Egypt alone, no less than to the Ged of Heaven '!!) Now,in the name of all that 
114,04) Chrostians died by the violeace of their perseen-|is reasonable andjust Tdesire to know what makes the val- 
tors; besades T0000 that died thronuzh the faticnes or ley of ‘ nnom, or a fire in the Valley of Hinnom., near Je- 
’ 4 ' 
t 














anishtaent, or the public works to which they were cen- | risaler m fv, onder God's New and everlasting cove- 

fomued, nant. rs hie ch Paul says consists in his writing his laws in 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | the mind and heart) a plece of torment fa the future m- 

sabi linortal state?) qs there a passage, a sentence, m all the 

—— — ee nnn | New Testament, whieh says, or even intimates, that “when 

t COMMUNICATIONS, thie corrnetibie shall have put on incorraption, and this 
oi mortal immortal ty.” there will some of the hamaa race 


he consigned to Gehenna. the valiev of Tonnon? No, 

FOR THE tNavirekr.  jthereis*not a sentence, nor a word, that gives the moet dis. 
The Hell in which Dr. Campbell supposes sinners will be {*™ intimation of any such thing. So far from any inti- 
mations of misery, after this event. th re is abuniavee of 
the plainest testimony to the con‘rary. “ ‘There shall be 
Dr. C. having given his opinion that the Greek IIades|no more death, neither sorrow, ner cry'ng, neither shall 
ought n never to be translated Hell,in the Bible, it signify-|there he any more pain.” Indeed this would be the irre- 
ing, as he supposes, the state of departed souls, both good sistible conclusion from the very nature of thines. What 
and bad, between the death of the body and the resurree-| is immortality? Ans. God alone hath immortality.” 
tion of it, and baving refuted this his owa opinion, by} He alone is possessed of “life never to end.” [TT alone is 
maintaining that Paul expected to be immediately with; “the same, yesterday, today and forever.” "Phen God's 


PP e after the resurrection. 


) 
| 


1 
Christ, ta the resurrection siate, when he should d- part }own natare must be conferred upon us to render us immor- 
i his life, has, apparently, never thought of relinquishing|tal. “God must be all in all,” or we cease to exist. Honee _ 
is heathenish notions of a state ef endless torment, after |immortel devils, immortal devil’ s angels, imunortal sinnctay 
het . 











fc 





and, consequently, im mortal leath, Tmmortal misery and} | 
pain, are the most gross, heathenish, barbarous abstrdstis \, 
O, this same ieaiielion ishell; “at leactin the sense} 
wherein that word is now” (almost) * taiversally aaler-| 
rc ee * . 5 ‘ 

stood by christians. It is the immertal Geieane ! the | 
' 


iminortal Valley of Ifinnem. near Jerusatem!! It is a 
place. ir. ee ( alls it a place. his pl wre, tT, s immoart ij 
i : . ? 
place, asa place of fature punishment, either { mnnortal 


sinners or imimorti ul dovils, caine info existeacs the ———} 
knows when. er wherc. orhow. Neither um the eceonnts 
of the creation, er vew creation, is there » word said about 
this hel; this ecienna, or valley of Hinnom. fn piy bam- 
ble opinion, therefore. all hells, of every name an i deserip- 
fion, Which denote darkness, sorrow, distress aod angoishy| 
as the portion of the wicked and unpenifent, are fh lis ot 
their own make; and they are nade by opposition to wis- 
dom. trath aad love; in a word, by o sposition ty Gol. 





NOON i” 
ING TK r Re 


aul, “if ye continue Inmy wor 1, then ave ve iny disciples 
mdeed: and ye shall know the teuth, and the pauti siall 
make youtree.” Accordug to this declaration, a man ig¢- 
nerantel the trath is ina state of boalage and slavery, 
Malseliood then, enslaves the mind and keeps it bound in 


‘ 


Whe non claius of despetic boudage. ‘This truth helds 


rood both i spiritual and temporal concerns, m religion as 
lasin polities. Under the inflnence of truth men en- 
oy liberty of conscience, and act independently in’ mat- 
‘res Of relerion, exercising the mental powers they Possess 
ia the investigation cf whatever is presented for their be- 
lief; while falsehood denies the priviled:e of examination, 
and iaa arbitrary manner, demands unplictt and bind 
obedience to whatever is offered, under severe and heavy 
penaltics incase of refusal. 
An Apostle has exhorted us, to’stand fast in the Lberty 
wherewith Christ has mude us free, and not again to be 


As God, therefore, is, in Christ, reconeciimg the world unto entangled with a yoke of nae lage. "The law of God ts 


himself, there will be no hell, of any name wilialsoever, 
whenthe work of reconciliation is completed. ‘Uhis will 
be “in the dispensation of the fulness of times.” Amen. 
[ven so come Lord Jesus. 
JOHN BROOKS. 
Bernardston, Oct. 17, 1823. 
ee 
FOR TITE INQUIRER. 
Irn. Eprtor.—A few words in explanation of the last 
two verses inthe 5th ch. of Jeremiah, “4 wonderful and 
horrdde ung is commitied in the land; The prophets proph- 
ecy frlsely, and the proests bear rule by their means ; and my 
people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end 


thercof 2” will be gratifying to your friend aud brother 
tn the faith and love ef the Gusypel of peace. 
e hy c 


In compliance with the request of onr friend, we would 
observe, that if Politicians and Civiliaus have been correct, 
mi their views of the imtent and design of government, and 

he riohts of man; then it is evident thet every montis en- 


mnwed, as the cit ef his Creator, with certain priviedzes 


called * a pe rfect law of liberty.” ‘Thus we find that God, 
in all [Tis works, is perfectly consistent. Fle formed man 
to egjoy liberty, His law ts a law of Liberty, His truth ma- 
keth free, and He sent Jlis Son to give liberty to captives 
to open the prison doors, to break every voke and to let 
ihe oppressed go free. When the mistaken disciples, as- 


piring after damimion and preen, disputed amoug them- 
selves who should be the greatest, Jesus said unto them, “if 
any man des-re to be first, ‘ie same shal] be last of all, and 


sereonfof all,” again * Neither be ye called masters; toa 
one is your master, even Christ. But he that is greatest 
among youshall be your servent.” Paul saith, we preach 
caacmiysbons ~ but Chris t Jesus the Lerd. and ourselves 
your servauts for Jesussake, By all thisit is very clear, 


that in the introduction of the gospel ministry if was not 
le ae {that ministers should rule the people, or lord it 

vr GoWs heriiave. It was net given to tiem, to cexer- 
cise dominion, ner to control by arbitrary power the con- 
scrences of men; as the serrants (uot the Lords and jud ces) 
of the pes ple they were to serve thern by teach ny 
them the way of hile, and by their sincerity, benevolence, 
wad candor to commend them-elves and their doctrine to 


every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 





as bis birth right, of which mo one in justice cin Ceprive 
him. 1 has been said that all men are born © free sand 
equal,” this ia a certam sense ts true. There wre petuliar, 
inalienable rights which every man is possessed eh da 
civil goverameat, in choosing his rulers, aud jud.ug upou 
ihe expediency and profitab leness of the laws hy theina 
enacted. In religion, ineictermining for himself es fo thre 
mode and manner iu whieli he shall worship bis Gaol. ja all 
those particulars which ere not specifically jad down in 
the Bible. ‘The observance of religious ceremonies, or 
what is termed devotion, must be a voluntary aet on Ue 
part of the worshiper ; to be aeceptable to God it nist be 
tree, and proceed froma heart sensible of its aQepoudenee 
vnd numerous ebligations. In this, every man vitst be at 
liberty to judge for himself, He who wer fer >, eecording 
to the dictates and will of another, does pot act conscien- 
iiously and understandingly, uer ean he wor-htp in a man- 
ner that can benefit him asa moral and religious being 


God requires that we shoul d worship with the spirit) and 
with the understanding. This we cannot do while yield- 


ing to the dictates of abies, and believing ina God whose 
mode of existence we cannot comprehend. whose dealings, 
with his creatures carry the aspect of cruelty and an ex- 


ercise of arbitrary power, the whele dispensations of 


whose providence are wrapped up in darkness and myste- 
ry. 

Man was formed for liberty, and the enioyment of that 
independence which is cor npatib le with the general inter- 
est an! welfare of that society with which he is connected, 


‘Thus formed and endowed by his maker, al! the dealings of 


his God toward him, and all mm: unifertations of LigHnT and 
TRUTH, are, and must be, consistent with that lire 
‘This we find demonstrated by the character of the gospel, 
andthe nature of the TRUTH therein revealed. Christ 


| The same consistent mode of procedure, has atlended 
the ways and works of God frera the morn of creation 
tata onzh succossive ages down to Wie present day. While 
Ldam believed his maker, loved and obe yed the trath, he 
was free indeed, he breathed the pure air of liberty ;but 
;When le listened to falsehood, and obeyed the deceive ry 


e becnine a slave, and aslave toan inexerable tyrant. It 
evil page irom the passages beiore us that while the 
Prorinrs prophesies lrawra the people enjoyed their lib- 


erty, and the priests performed their duty as the servants 
of fae people; and it was not, until the prophe ts prophe 
cio falsely, that the priests were able to bear rule over, 
the people. 

‘Lhe lsraeiites furnish a striking lesson, on the instability 
and weakness of the human mind, especially ina state of 
mental darkness or ignorance, and shows us how easily 
mankind may be imposed upon, and how fond they are of 
those delusions which make them an easy prey to the cun- 
ning and desizning, who are seeking for authority and pow- 
er. Many are the complaints, made against these people 
for making void the law of God by their tewitions, and by 
introdueme, into their religion, ceremonies and observan- 

ces not contained ia the laws and regulations given them 
by Moses, Let it be remembered that they always str ic t- 
ly adhered tothe worship of God and attended to ‘all’ re} 

cious forms and ceremonies ; but deluded by false p regh 
ets, who added to it, such ceremonies, as had an imi posing 
effect on the ignorant and credulous part of commu nity, 
they: gave the pric st an ascendane y over them, and enabled 
them ‘to bear rule. There is nothing that can have a 
greater effect upon an ignorant mind incapable of investi- 
gating any particular subject, than to be persuaded that in 
consequences of some special operation, producing an 
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effect upou the passions, called a change of heart, they not 
become better men, but wiser than others, having ob- 


waimed Oy This C2 


ouly 
' ‘aknewledge of divine things, which 
ihe wisest and most learned of men could never obtam 
without this change; and that in consequence of this 
lve by expericnee they are the peculiar favorites 
heaven and the subjects of salvation, wiule all other 
are excluded irom the favor and mercy of God. So much 
did the Louse of Israel love to have it so, that they atten- 
ded more to the teachmeg of false prophets, than to the 
prophets of the Lord, the consequences of which, was 
tuat bhaded by their tradit.on they rejected the Messiah, 
despised the doctrine of the gospel, and are now suffering 
the conseguences rcsuluung trom those delusions. 


rhOow set 


1 passage will equal lly apply tothe christian commu- 
nity. And we bi ay with the Prophet a “ Wondertul 
and horrible thing is committed in the land.” [t is wonder- 
ful indeed that mou, who seem to possess good sense, and 
who in the concerus of this Lie are men of understandmg, 
close investigation, and deep discernment. should suffer 
themselves to be imposed upon in matters of religion, and 
receive as truth, without the least examination, whatever 
is prescuted to them for their belief; and it isa horrible 
thine that men have been so cheated, as to believe that 





iuey were dome God service in persecuting and murdering 
one another. 

Whoever, carefully, examines the religion of Jesus as 
tnucht in the New ‘Testament, will discover that it incul- 
cates peace and good will, and teaches us to bear and for- 
bear with one another, to seck each others welfare, and to 
co unto others as we wouid they should do unto us. Je- 
sus said, his kinedom was not of this world—-his ministers 
were the servants of the peeple—his laws, the law of lib- 
erty—lis yoke was easy and his service ight, 
has been a strance fi alling ry away trom the pure simplieity of | 
the gospel, as preached in the primitive ages of christianity. 
Ministers, instead of being servants, have become Lorps;: 
and RULE over the people ; instead of being plain sincere 
preachers of the word. they have assumed the judgment 
seat—and unblushingly jusufy or condemn men—decide 
their tate and assign them to heaven or hell, as though they 
were the arbiters of men ; they bear rule over the people 
who yield to their dictation, and who, in many imstances, 
tear their preachers more than they do their God. And 
people love to haveitso. They love the marvellous, they 
are p Jenne d with parade and show, they delight to be noti- 
ced and distinguished as the peculiar favorites of heaven, 
vad flattered with hopes ef enjoying priviledges in another!" 


world from which others are to be excluded. 


Vhy is it that the priest’s bear rule? Ans. The proph- 
ets have prophesied falsely.—-Why do people subiait to 
this rule and authority ? ‘Because they are under the in- 
fiuence of error, ‘hey believe in false doctrine, for the truth 
maketh free. Hf then any person feels himself im bondage. 
compelled to yield to the dictation of a domineering priest 
who undertakes not only to govern his faith and conscience 
in matters of religion, but attempts to dictate him in the 
government of his family,or his civil concerns in life, and 
will take the liberty to quire, why am] thus a shavn— 
he will find that it is ewing to falsehood and error, by 
Which is mind is blinded. 


FOR TITE INQUIRER. 


Mr. Eprrox,—t learn from good authority, that a 
Calvinistie clergyman of this City, has recently declared 


in the pulpit, that Universalists utterly deny the mercy ot 


God—heccuse they maitain, that every man will receive 
according to his works. If his statement were of any 
force, it would certamly place us in company with Christ 
znd his apostles, who are full in the doctrme, and whom 
we profess to follow. From this declaration, we are left 


(o the conelusion, that a his apprehension, every act of 


perry vielates justice; and that the exercise of justice ts at 


the expense of mercy. It is really to be regretted, that 
those who receive large salaries for teaching the people, 
do nut study the scriptures more Closely than ‘the traditions 
of men. In this case, the ignorance of the preacher would 
not have been exposed, by uttering a sentiment which is 
utterly opposed to a declaration |once read in a good old 
hook :—* Unto thee also, O Lord, belongeth mercy, For 
THU RENDEREST UNTO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO 
IS WoRKS.” 

Until this objection appeared, we were frequently acen- 
sed of rendering void the principle of justice; and the 
common sentiment that *A God ail mercy is a God nojust,” 
was frequeaily quoted against us. ‘Thus, by the consent. 
of our opponents, two can walk together and not be agreed 
—lor every one of the saved isa monument of injusiice, 
and the lost are the monuments of an wamerciful, vindict- 
ive justice. 

But we have not so learned Christ. We are persuaded 
that justice requires nothing but the reconciliation of the 
creature, and that by the exercise of mercy this reconcilia- 
tion will be effected. As sure as justice and jndement are 
the habitation of His throne—so sure, tic imcrey of the 
Lord eadureth forever, 
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But there | 


Phe Christian world has been much agitated for several 
years by a controversy on the s subject of the TRINITY. 
| Whether, God exists in a plurality of persons, OF possesses 
one indivisible essence or person existing ia Unity. "The 
‘question in dispute is simply this, Is there onE God, or ere 
there TUREK. The word Trinity signifies tree in one, 
and is thus expressed in the Athanasian creed. And the 
{Catholic faith is this ; * that we worship one God in Tria- 
lity, and trinity in unity; neither confounding the persons, 
!nor dividing the substance. For there is one person of the 
Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost.” 
Agreeable to the foregoing article, the assembly of divines 
couvened in Saybrook in this State, —— the following 
as an article of their faith, andto be believed by future 

generations, Who eiter into covenant relution in the Presby - 
terian Chureh,—Chap. 2. “In the unity of the Godhead 
there be three persons of one substance. power and eterni- 
ty. God the Father, God the Sen, and God the Holy 
Ghost. The Father is of pone. neither be: yotton, bor pro- 
ceeling ; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; ihe 
Holy Ghost proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
Which doctriame of the Trinity is wre foundation of all our 
communion With God, and comiurtable dependence upon 
hin.” 


; Unitarians derive their name from believing in the 
Unity of Go lor that God is OnE. Judivisible in his na- 
ture, existing in one person only. in this 
men, emineut tor their piety and learn 

aged on both sides the question, aud 


controversy, 
nz, have been en- 
uo pains have been 
Sasi by thein in searching the ancient languages in which 
the scriptures of the Old aud New ‘Testament were oOrigile 
ally written, and ali other languages in which these words 
and phrases apperiaining to the sul ject have been used, 
that could throw any light upow tiie su! bject. 


This controversy commenced in { 
tianity, aud has been carried oa wit 
the sever a interventag centuries, 

of this st 


he early ages of Chris- 
h more or less zeal in 
At first the discusston 
ject w as confined to the clergy. The laity were 
in gener: = tov iznoranat to feel any interest in the contre- 
versy,and the subject too much involved in mystery an! 
too dark and ine xpleable for thew (o understand. 
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in a few years the controversy has been renewed with 
much zeal, and the la ty as wellas the clergy have entered 
into the merits of the question, am! ieel competent to ce 
cide for themselves on this po ut of coctrme. cons: 

quence is,that thousands have renounced the idea of a 
Trinity in enity, or of a Godexistwy im three persons an: 





yet only one person, and have embraced what they con 
sider as the must rersh tent: the behef of the existence o 


one only hiving and drve Gop. Whois the Creator, Pr 
server, and Saviour of all men. 

This controversy has not been confined to this continent: 
Tn England it has ex sted, and st:ll continues. Lt has toun 
its way to fata, and the advocates for a frrune Gol hay 
found it dithealt to remove the ebiject.ons thai have been 
brought aga nst their doctrine by those learned native 
who have contended for the unity of God. 


We have heretofore said Little upen this subj ect in the In- 
QUIRER, p erhaps not so muct, as some of our iriends, who, 
disbelieve the Trimtarian system, would have wished. 
Our reason for not introducme the suiiect offener, was, not 
becanse we consider tt unwerthy of notice, but becarse 
we viewed other points of doctr.ne more essentially ne- 
eessary to be understood, and that more deleterious errors 
ought to be removed out of the way. Errors, whieh bhe- 
lieved in, destroy our confidence mn God, and weaken the 
foundation of our hope as cbristians, 
One great error, is, that Cod will unmereifelly prnish 
his offeading offspring for offences commeitted iu this world, 
without eny design tu recia'm the offenders or thai the pun- 

shment should ever have any salutary effect upon them. 

p his belief in endle ss misery has been a source of trout) 
end anxious forbodings to millions of the human race ; ha 
spread sharp thorns on the pllow of the sick ; end cover- 
ed with the darkness of despair the habitation of the tomb. 


The doctrine of the TRiInrty like most other specula- 
tive opinions produces little or no efiect on the sensitive 
powers, to create unhappiness or misery in the b Lever 
it has ever been considered as mveolved m mystery, 


and 
beyoud the reach of the 


most learned and ingvenuous ot 


men to explain or understand; it hos, therefore, passed over 


the mind as many metaphysical ideas or notions do, as 
things of course, and are assented to without producing 
any disagreeable effects on the jeclines : but vot so with 
those tdeas or opinions respecting the yaw ‘ 


ual 


f endless 
misery—The wrath of an angry Gon.—Vind-ctive Just ce 

—andeternal pEcKERS of reprobation, “These are the 
swords. im the hand of zealous bigots, with which the heart 
of men are pierced and wounded, aud by which the bleo 
ot millions has been made to crimson the ereund. To re- 
move these errors, so destructive to the peace of mankind, 
we have considered it most necessary to direct our Jabors 
(vez.) ‘Toclear the character of our Gol from those fou 


has been represented as an unmercitul tyrant, creating to 


destroy ; forming be’ngs susceptible of happiness for the! 


t 
ie | 


purpose of rendering them the more miserable; and bring. 


ing them into existence tot ally depraved, ticapabl = do- 


Ing any thing good, and then condemning them to endle ss! 


suilering because they did net do good. These we consid- 
er things of the greatest moment, and which it ts nec 
firstto remedy. 

character of God, they view him asa being infiuitely merc 
ful and kind, behold all the dispensations of their Heaven- 
Jy Father, as originating in, and being rerulated and cov- 
erned by love; and that all his messares to man have heey 
messages of grace and peace, they will soon form a correct 
idea ou the subject of the triuity, especially, if net taezht, 
inearly youth, the Westminster Catechism, and receive 
nought but plain scriptural declarations concerning € hr s 
the nature and intent of his mission, and hiseontinnal ack- 
nowledgement of dependence on iim who seut him, and 
whose will he came to do. 


ssary 


aint be obvious to every ref flecting mind. that it is 









— 
altogether immater al whether God cx.sts ina trimity in 
mity, three persons in one, Or. in ONE indivisible beng ex- 
sfhuzginoene ;ervons; i the same nature and properties are 
ossessed by Him. If God is filled with wrath toward 
‘Vs offending children aod i w.ilcontiaue to exist through 
alleteraity, itis tmmaterta!l te as whether he exist in three 
persons, or one, his wrath beme unfinite, end endless mm its 
turat on, it eau be bat infinste in degree and durat.on 
ae 


whether :temistsin ove personor three: and itts equally 
t 4 J 


mmateral to as asto the ‘Tniniry or Unity a the 
same disposit on ex:sis to torment etern tly. those, who of- 
end nthist fe. Tf the quest on nveolved the character of 
tod, in relation to Tis Jvestien, \iency and S*pOpa hss, 
and there was no way te exenorate the ebaraecter et our 
theaven'y Father from thes charzes of « uelty, a nus. 
co, but by solving this point, determm ne whether there 





As men become acquainted with the! 


are ¢hree persons inthe Godhead er ene, then would we 
120% alons na enter into the controversy, but this iz not the 
case ; the whole seems to turn ou the mode of existence, 

and not as to any property or properties ef the divue na- 
iturvre, Ttseems 'mmaterial whether God goverus men asa 
licind and affectionate parent governs his children, reward. 

e ihem for thetr virtues, and punishing them for their 
vieos, but directing all his chastisements for the recovering 
ot the offender ; thists left ont of the account. and if is ad- 
mitted by many that Ged. thonzh existing as ene person or 
being . poss ses all the vindictiveness which the trmty ts 

uppos ed to possess andl will exereise it toward hits children, 





Ansx.ous ee to remove from the mind those fatal 
errors which destroy the happimess « every sensitive and 
eeliug he oe end imvelve men tn gloomy melancholy, and 
listressing doubts produced by the apprehension of ex- 
perience nz the wrath and cur-e of Alm gity God, and being 
forever wretched ; our labers have been directed to show 
theaheurdityof believing thata Being infinite in love, had 
made rational and tmtelligent beings for the express pur- 
pose of glorifying himeelr in their wretehedness, or thata 
Brnene, who is unchangeable tn his nature, and who ts said 
to be without variableness or shadow of turning. should 
he operated upon by the creatures of his power, creatures 
who live,move, and havethew very being in him, and he 
made anery, and filled with wrath and vindictiveness tow- 
ards thein on account of the'r actions in this lite, and who 


bila 





will never forgive end never cease to infiict puuishment 
jlipon thein, tormenting forever and ever. We have not 
ithe feast doubt but that ony youth will readily receive, and 
grow up ip the knowledge of the one living and true God, 


clas them mrnads are preserved from the absurdities of Di- 
{j Vine wrath, an Eternal, Curse—particular election, totad 


depravity and miraculous conversions, without so much 
being said on this subjeet. "Prinitamans acknowledge that 








i their doctrine is invelved in mystery, and that it is out of 
ithe power of any one, however leara d, to explain the sub- 
aspersions that have been heaped upon it, by which Hell 


et to the understanding of another: thatit i+ useless to 
renson upon it, as reasun cannot reach it. It is inexplica- 
ible. and irreeoucileable with any known principle or fact 
ithatean be illustrated by argument or demonstrated to the 
lunder-tandug of any rational bemy, They say they do 
not believe in three Gods, but in one God, existing th a 
trinity of persons, or three persons existing in one, forming 
one God. See Athanasean Creed * So the Father is God 
the Son is God. and the Holy Ghost is God : and yet there 
./are not three Gods, but ong God.”—see also Saybrook 
‘contession of faith. “There is but one only living and 
‘true God.” “In the wxrry of the Godhead there be 
TURE persons of one substance, power, and eternity.” 
Some ol the learned Trinitarians who have engaged in 
the late controversy, have disapproved of the use of this 


ord person, es not expressing their meaning. ‘The word 


tj person conveys tothe mind the idea of a particular man, 


or bemg existing inseparate identity from others. Three 


persons, therefore, must be three distinct beings existing 
separately. or abstractly, so as to admit of the application 
o” numbers, as one, two, three, which cannot be the case 
uf forming but one identity of person. Trunitarians there- 
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tore compla.n of the barrenness of the Eughsb language 
in not furnishiag them with a word wich will convey 
their meaning. Why then waste so much time on a sub- 
ject which by one party is acknowledged, cannot be ex- 
plai ned or proved, and which cannot be defended by any 
word incommon use, While important subjects immediate 
ly affecting the happiness and peace of society, are passed 
by without notice, or admitted as truths, 


JONATL 


It is a remarkable circumstance, that the prophet Jonah 
should shew so much vexation, that Ninevah was not lter- 
ally destroyed aceortdiug to his preaching. He had pro- 
claim ‘4 mm the streets of that city “Yet forty days and Nin- 

evah shall be destroyed.—Ifaving delivered his messaze, 


he chose a situation ona nek ehboring hull or mountain, | opps ie may be lost forever. 


where he could overiook the city, and behold its desirue- 


ton. ‘The torty days passed away, Ninevah still stool! 


tast,and Jonah lial the mortification to behold all thins 
litcrally rema noug as they were, Mort.fied by d sappo ut- 
nent, he was -rieved to the heart. and was wills to die, 
yea he desired todie. What Jounal! des re death ! and 
for what?) Wouldot have been more grateful to thy teel- 
mags to have ha! thete ty, with its numerous inhabitants, 
destroyed, than jor thee to have msuuderstood the natur 
and tendency ef thy mussion s) Acsty in whieh was more 
than six score thousaud persons that could not discern be- 
tween their mght hand andthe left ? 

Jonah had preached that in forty days Ninevah should 
be destroyed. ‘This he understood Iterally. The forty 
davs expired and the e:ty stl remained. Jonah uawillnag 
tu be called a talse prophet would rather have sacr ficed 
the whole city, his pride destroyed all pity aad compassion 
in his soul, and he was williag that both the innocent and 
guilty should be swallowed up in ove common destruction 
rather than his character asa true prophet should be ques- 
tioned, 


Quvueny.——Are there not some Jonah’s among the proph- 
ets ot the presenl day, who msunderstanuding the nature 
of ther messaze, and believing, that instead of the de- 
struction, or flushing of sin, the eternal destruction, or 

endless misery of the sinner is intended, feel all that unwil- 
linemess which Jonah did, that Ninevah should be preser- 
ved, and who had rather t!jat nine tenths of the human race, 
yea even those who cannot discern between the right hand 
and the left, should forever perish, than they should prove 
false teachers. We do not say this is the case, we obly in- 
gure whether it may not be ; and the suggest on arises from 
that irritat‘on and auger so frequently displayed, when the 
salvation of all men ts mentioned, or attempted to be pro- s 


ved. Why this anger, why the many hard speeches which j 


are used, if the love of precious souls lives im the heart 
accompanied with that ardent desire for the salvation of all 


mien which is often breathed forth im prayer and exhibited | 


ta missions. When we see menexerting their learned in- 
feniuity in doing away the force aad ineaning of the most 
piain and positive passages of scripture and by implication 
making others support the doctrine of endless misery, and 
find them sliowime anger when attempis are made to prove 
that God, in his divine mercy, will pardon and forgive his 
erring and offending children, aud will make them eternai- 
iy hanpy in himself, we are induced to say, that pride, the 
love of popular ty, or partia'ity to their own particular sys- 
tems, has destroyed all pity and compassion ia their hearts, 
and that like Jonah they would rather oe millious should 
perish than that they should be found faise teachers. 


fp CALVINISTIC HOPE. 


A certain zealons young clergyman, recenily in a sermon, 
informed the members of his chiureh, that there were ma- 
ay in HELL, that once had as good h pes of salvation, as 


weev themselves now had. Lf this gentleman was cerrest in} 


his statement, of what use is this boasted christian HOPE’ 
Calvinists will not allow a person to have a Aepe uniess 
they have passed through the great work of conviction 
aud conversion, and have joined the chure’ ; and it Is tre- 
quently the case that we hear church members beoasung 
of their expectations of going to Heaven, while othera 
are destined to Henn Now, if others, who have been 
church members, and who possessed as good a HOPE as 
those now living, ar’ in Hell and will rema:n there to all 
eternity, of what use is it to pass through al! these trials 
of m. ad, be converted and join the church, if after all a 
person may be damned, ‘This is surely holding out good 
encouragement to a person to forsake ail the pleasures and 
enjoyments of this life, and tu (ravel the dark and dreary 
path religion is said to mark out, when after all his sacri- 





tices, his chunge of heart, his church membership and his 
We should suppose that a 
man Ww shing to produce a reriral, would hold out some 
br zhter prospevcis, something more eut.cing, and encour- 
aging. Atleast grant that the hopes of his hearers may be 
realized, aud all their labors meet with some little reward, 
so that they may be better off than those who have never 
embraced rebgion. 
== 
DEDICATION. 

‘The New Useivensauistr Cxuurcr, in Philadelphia, 
was dedicated to tire service of Alm ghty Ged, Oct. 17th, 
in the presence of a numerous aad attentive auditory.’ Br. 
ABNBR KNEELAND olficiated on the oeeasion, In the 
evemng,a Sermon was delivered by Br. Aorse. 

owen 
INTOLERANCE, 

Is a word chiefly used iu reference to those persons, 
churches, or societies, whodo not allow men to thnk 
for thems: lves, but dmpose ou ) them articles, creeds, ceremo- 
nies, &c, of their ow n devising. Notiiag is more abhor- 
rent trom the genius of the aoliea religion than an in- 
tolerant spirit, or an intolerant church, “It has inspired 
its votaries with a savage ferocity ; has plunged the fatal 
dagger into innocent blood ; depopulated towns and king- 
doms ; overthrown states and empires, and brought dows 
the rizhteous venzeance of heaven upon a guilty world. 
The pretence of super: r knowledge, sanetity, and author- 
ity toritssupport, is the disgrace of reason, the grief of 
wisdom, and the paroxysm of folly. To fatter the con- 
science, is injustice ; to ensnare it, is an act of sacrilege; 
but to terture it, by an attempt to force its feelings, is hor- 
rible intolerance ; itis the most abandoned violation of all 





the maximsof religion and moral ty. Jesus Christ formed 
j@ kingdom purely s ain al; the apostles exercised only a 
writual authority under the direction of Jesus Christ ; 
part enlar churciies were united only by fath and love; 
in all civil affairs they submitted to civil maz pateney ; and 
in religious concerns they were governed by the reasoning 
jadvice, and exhortations of their own oifivers: their cen- 
isnres were ouly honest rey roofs; and tieir excoramuni- 
; cations were ouly declarations that such offenders, being 
incorrigible, were no longer accounted members of their 
communities.” Let it ever be remembered, therefore, that 
no man or men have any authority whatever from Christ 
to domineer over the consciences or persecute the persons- 
of any whose religious prineiples agree not with their 
own.—| Buck's Theological Dicionc 
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From the Gospal Peliedium. 
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MOTHER CF GOD. 
An em'erant priest taneht the French language te sever- 


al yuunhg persons, W hem he attended at ™ ir parents hou- 
ses, ‘woof my ehiliren were unter hie tuition; one of 
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hem a davehter, abouttificen. With her, after her exer- 
cise was over, he would sit and chat an hour. Religion 
as a Jregnent topic with them. aa Menvenr was a fervib 
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Catholic, and my daughter a thorough paced Unitarian : | 
} was offen amused with their conversation, even when I 
hadno partinit. ‘Phe gentleman often had occasion to 
nieniion Mary, the Mother of Jesus, but he never called 
her by that seripture title ; oa the contrary, he always cal- 
led her the holy Virgin Mary, Mother of myx God. 

One morning, 2s lsat writing in a distant part of the 
room. | heard the following conversation between them : 
“You say, Mr. C. that the Virgia Mary is the Mother of 
vour Gop.” “Yes, Mademoiselle, she bese.” “ By your 
God, Psuppose vou mean Jesus Christ, who you say, ts God 
Almighty,” “Pray, Sir, who is the Virgin Mary’s Mother :” 
* St. Ann, Mademoiselle, St. Ann be the Virgin Muary’s 
mother.” “© Then Sir, ] suppose, that St. Ann is God A)l- 
mighty’s cranc-mother.” ‘The poor priest blushed, paused 
and was evidently confused; he recovered himself, and 
replied, * As man, Mademoiselle, St. Aun be the grand- 
nother of Jesus Christ.” “If so, sir, then T suppose that 
ft. Mary is the mother only of the man Christ Jesus, and 
not the mother of God, otherwise St. Ann must be God 
Almighty’s grand-mother.”  Auother pause ot visible con- 
fusion followed. At last the gentleman exelaime |, *O, 
Mademoiselle, my good mother, the Holy Catholie Churel, 
do say that the holy Virgin Mary mother of God; 
but she does not allow us to say, that St. Ann be the grand 
mother of God.” “Sir, my father has taught me, that no 
chugeh has authority to teach what is not taught in the 
Semptures.” “Ah, Mademoiselle, your father be one vers 
good man, [do love hun very much, but he be in very 
great dangerous errors. | do pray to the holy mother of 
my God, that he be convinced of his great errors.” “ Sor, 
T have no doubt but that my father is much obliged to you 
for your charitable prayers, for | have heard him say, that 
charity always edifies him; but that he expects solid ar- 
guwment for the conviction of his mand.” The priest has- 
tily arose, and saying, “Boujour, Mademoiselle, bonjour,” 
and retired, 
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I cannot help notic'ng that truly protestant maxim, that 
“the Bible, the Bible only,” is the religion of protestants. 
This maxim fully imbibed, gave to this intelligent child, 
the advantage over an aged and zealous Catholic priest. 


Bishop Cadmus, of Bellay, although he did not much es- 
teem the monkish gentry, was mduced to accede to the 
pressing seheitations of the Franciscans of his dtocess to 
pronounce a panegyric on their patron satut :—*Admire. 
Oh, Pandres,” exclaimed the Bishop, “admire the extreme 
greatness of your Saiut ; his miracles surpass those of the 
Son of Ged! Our Savieur, with five loaves and three 
fishes, fed only 5,000 men in one day; but St. Francis— 
amazement! witha miserable yard ef coarse linen, has 
known how to nourish tor four centuries, day alter day, 
more than 50.000 idiers and useless beings. What astu- 
pendonus miracie.”—C opied from FE] Centilla, a weekly pa- 
per of Buenos Ayres. 
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*) of G¥**2%) who is als# 
a strict Calvinist. Beimg asked how she liked, Mr. P. she 
replied, To tell you the plat trath, Pam not at all pleas- 
ed with his preaching. Pray, how can that be, said the 
inquiring friend, since youare both Calvinists? Weill, I 
will tell you, said she, Mr. P. appears to be so much pleased 
with the endless damnation ot the reprobates, and gives 
them up to ise devil with so much cheerfulness, that | per- 
fectly aber to hear hum pretend to preach, m the name of 
the mererful Jesus !—| Christian Intell. 
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PRAISE 10 GOD, 
Praise the Lord who reigns above, 
And keeps his courts below 3 
Praise the holy God of love, 
And all his givatness show 
Praise him for his noble 
Praise him for his matchless power ; 
Him, trom whem all good proceed 
Let heav n end earth adere. 
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Publish, spread to ali around 
‘The great Emanwuel’s name 
Let the trumpet’s martial sound 
iiim Lord of hosts preclaim. 
Praise him, ev'ry tuneful string, 
All the reach of heav'nly art, 
All the pow’rs of musick brig 
The musick of the heart. 


Him, in whom we live and move, 
Let ev'ry creature sing ; 
Glory to their Maker give, 
And homage to their King, 
Hallow’d be his name beneath, 
As in heav'n on earth ador'd : 
Praise the Lord in ey'ry breath, 
Let ali things praise the Lord. 


NOTICE. 
f-> In consequence of the frequent absence of the Edi 
tor of the Inquirer ; the ageuts aud subseribers, are reques- 
ted, in juture to direct their letters to the PrinTER. It is 
also wished that our correspondents would recotlect that 
their letters Must come post-paid. "There has been much 
neglect in this respect, the year past, and the office has been, 
consequently, subjected to much expense. ‘ithe small suia 
required for the paper must render it obvious to every one, 
that the publishers cannot with proprety, meet the 
peuse of postage. It ishoped that our subscribers will 
recollect the terms, J Sl in ADVANCE 2° T and that thoes 
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A late Chinese emperor, on receiving information that 
his enemies had raised an insurrection in one of the distant 
provinces, saidtosome of his iriends* Come, follow me, 
anil promise you we shall soon destroy them.” fe 
marched forward, and upon his approach the rebels submit- 
ted. Allexpected he was about to tase a feartul revenge, 
and were astonished to see the captives treated with muld- 
ness and humanity. “fs this the manuer in whieh yor ful- 
fil your promise 7” exclaimed his first minister.—* Your 
royal word was given that your enennes should be destroy- 
ed, and now you have pardoned ail, and even condescend 
to caress some.” “[ promised,” replied the emperor, with 
a vcucrous ar, “to destroy my enemies; it is done, for | 
have made them my friends.” Go, reader, and do likewise. 
= 

A very amistie and com) a-sienate woman of the Cal- 

vinist Bapts:t persuacion, attenced several Sabbaths on the 





who arein [0 ARREARS § will us, will dnmediate/y tox 
; ward what is due. 
——2 + oe 
JUST RECHIVED, 
AND POR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 

The UNIVERSALIST HYMN BOOK : a new collec 
tion of Psalms and Hymns, tor the use of Universalist So 
cieties.—(single or doz.) 
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PLINTED BY J. T. Berek, Semi-MONTHLY, 
FOR THE PROPRIETORS. 
A FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE, 
AT ONE DOLLAR PER ANNUM—PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 





